Summary: State Coastal Observations and Monitoring Needs, Savannah, GA, June 2004    Submitted by David Stooksbury

The South Atlantic Coastal Ocean Observing System (SEA-COOS) users group held a workshop for Georgia in Savannah on September 2, 2004.  The purpose of the workshop was to introduce Georgia’s coastal community to existing coastal observing systems and to determine the community’s data and product needs as these systems are expanded.  In addition to Georgia participants and presenters, presentations and advisement were provided by SEA-COOS’ members from North Carolina, South Carolina, and Florida.  Subjects ranged from surge models, to emergency management applications in the Carolinas, to Florida port applications.
The participants represented the targeted groups of Commercial and Recreational Fishers, Marine Operators, and NGOs (non-governmental/non-profit organizations).  The fourth target group, Emergency Managers, were to have participated, however due to the potential arrival of Hurricane Frances, that group remained in their respective counties to prepare for the impending storm.  Emergency  managers will be rescheduled in  Atlanta once  hurricane seasons is over.

<>The facilitated portions of the workshop were conducted by the faculty of the Community and Regional Development Division of the Carl Vinson Institute of Government (CVIOG),  a public service and outreach unit of the University of Georgia.  

The combined needs of all groups in order of priority are:
· Long-term land use/water quality and air quality models to predict the impact of current and proposed development on coastal watersheds and estuarine waters.  Use information to advise coastal constituencies and decision makers on the impact of land use decisions. 

· Surface – mid depth – bottom water temperature/salinity/turbidity/and dissolved oxygen at stations located in upper, middle, and lower estuary locations of each of Georgia’s estuaries and at more locations on continental shelf off Georgia. 
· Identification and distribution of riverine plumes, including nutrient sensors, O2, and turbidity. 

· Development of predictive models for living marine resources within Gray’s Reef. 

· Biological characteristics, i.e. algal bloom, larval transport characters at critical periods, i.e. white shrimp – June-August; blue crabs – August -October. 

·  More spatial coverage: Long-term consistent standardized records for climatology (all data) – instruments and station locations…real time access. 

· Development of water column information on currents, temperature, and dissolved oxygen concentrations. 

· Relationships between land-based, aquatic, estuarine, marine systems sediments, turbidity; toxic contaminants; D.O.; species diversity/health freshwater flow; and salinity fluctuations/ranges. 

· Monitoring data that can be linked to specific types of or changes in resources – using activities – e.g. marinas, power plants, impervious surfaces, septic systems, etc. 

· Better and more defined customer needs. 

· Daily marine ops – wave length, wind speed, and water temperatures. 

