Interview Guide

Organizational Information
1.   What role does the coastal ocean play in your organization/business?

2.  How important is the coastal ocean to your business and why is it important?

3.  What type of coastal ocean data end-user is your business or organization? (See User Category List – Sector and Type)

Business Respondents Only – Economic Conditions

4a.  Thinking about your industry now, how would you describe the current economic conditions within your industry as a whole?

5a.  In the future, do you anticipate change (growth or decline) in your interest in or use of the coastal ocean environment?

Non-Business Respondents – Organizational Conditions

4b.  Thinking ahead, do you anticipate your organization will experience any change (growth or decline) in the scope of services or in demands for current services?
5b.  In the future, do you anticipate any change (growth or decline) in your efforts related to the coastal ocean environment?

Coastal Ocean Factors

6.  Thinking about the role of the coastal ocean in your business/organization, what are the key characteristics of that environment that affect your ability to meet business goals or your organizations mission?

7.  Are there issues about the coastal ocean environment that concern you in general?  If yes – what are these concerns?

Information Needs

8.  What types of marine condition data does your business or organization currently use in its operation to accomplish your mission?  (See Variables List)
9.  For what purposes does your business or organization currently use this data?

10.  Where does your business or organization currently get this information? 

11.  How frequently does your company/organization receive this information?

12.  What type of format is the information provided to your business/organization?  

13.  Is this information in the form that is most useful to your business or organization?  In not, what type of format would you prefer?

14.  What other types of information about marine conditions could be useful to your business or organization?

15.  How would you prefer to access the data?
16.  Given this list of possible products using coastal ocean data, how useful could they be to your business or organization?  (See Products List)
17.  Do you have any other thoughts about coastal ocean data that you would like to share?

18.  Would you consider participating in future discussions about improving coastal ocean observation data and delivery to better meet the needs of end-uses such as yourself?
Interview Preferences

19.  Do you have any objection to providing your name and the name of your organization WITHOUT releasing your specific responses to this survey?

20.  Do you have any objection to providing your name and the name of your organization identified as the specific source of responses to this survey?

