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The Federal Affiliates Working Group was formed soon after SEACOOS funding commenced in Autumn 2002. The aim is to coordinate informally with federal agencies whose missions SEACOOS overlaps with significantly, in anticipation of when SECOORA becomes fully functional, and when such coordination will be mandated and formalized. Naturally, NOAA is the agency where the SEACOOS overlap is greatest and most fundamental. Accordingly, the recruitment of federal affiliates has been largely focused on NOAA entities representing five of the six NOAA line offices: NWS, NOS, NMFS, NESDIS, and OAR. For NWS, NCEP, NDBC, and two WFOs have been engaged. For NOS, CO-OPS, HAZMAT, CSC, FKNMS, and GRNMS have been engaged. For NMFS, SEFSC has been engaged. For NESDIS, NCDDC has been engaged. For OAR, AOML has been engaged. In addition, Navy, Army, USGS, and USCG have been engaged. 
There is potential to engage EPA, NPS, and others. However, with the recent development of SECOORA, there is an unresolved issue about federal representation at the regional scale that needs to be addressed prior to much further expansion. The options include federal representation in both SECOORA and SEACOOS, perhaps at the policy level for the former and the technical level for the latter, or only in SECOORA.
In the interim, other affiliates have been added to SEACOOS to represent subregional observing systems and state agencies. These non-federal affiliates have been co-mingled with the federal affiliates.
Generally, the affiliates have participated actively in the semi-annual SEACOOS Workshops. They have freely exchanged information about their programs and plans by making presentations, interacting in working group and breakout group sessions, and participating in sessions for an hour or so devoted to a Federal Affiliates Working Group caucus.

Interestingly, a number of the federal affiliates fall into the class of SEACOOS “super users”; i.e., scientifically sophisticated users of marine environmental data and information who need more of such. These “super users” are already connected to societal clients. They want to be involved in SEACOOS demonstration projects, and in co-designing the evolving regional observing system that includes the SE segment of the National Backbone.

